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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Team takes over
amid new hopes

Dear colleagues,

ON the 5th 0f June 2010 the new
governing body of the Society of
Obstetrics and Gynecology (SOGP) took
oath of office for the 2010-13 term. It is
another matter that there is no oath-taking
actually!

Unfortunately, the outgoing President,
Dr. Shershah Syed, could not make it due
to personal preoccupations, while the
representatives from Punjab were kept
away by the threat of a hurricane that
never came.

I am extremely grateful to those
who organized the program and to those
who attended. I am also very grateful to
Dr. Nighat Shah, the current general
secretary, (ex-treasurer) and the outgoing
Secretary, Dr. Ayesha Nasir (who is now
an executive member) as well as to Dr.
Razia Korejo and Rukhsana who actually
met me in Karachi in May this year and
filled me in on some of the finer details.

There are two people I want to thank
for playing an instrumental role in my
being here today. Prof. Zakia Minhas, my
mentor, my teacher, my friend; someone
who continues to be an inspiration even
now. I thank her for introducing me to the
SOGP back in the early 1980s when she
was the president. Then a decade later,
Professor Shafiq became the president .I
thank him for forcing me to become a life
member. I recall asking him “so what’s in
it for me” and him saying “who knows

may be you become the president one
day” ... and so here [ am.

As a nation we are petrified of change,
so at the outset I would like to assure all
those involved in various collaborative
efforts in the SOGP, that we will ensure
continuity. We will develop our relations
further with all stakeholders working
towards improvement in all aspects of the
health and development of women in
Pakistan and I intend to be very active
personally in this area.

Today, however, at the risk of
becoming immediately unpopular, I would
like to address certain core issues
pertaining to the Society itself. I seriously
think we need to get our house in order.

Karachi, as you know, is the home
of the SOGP and so it should be since
most of the members are from Karachi
.The SOGP is the oldest professional body
in the country and yet we continue to
operate from a single room in a local
hospital. I say this not to cast aspersions.
We are very grateful to JPMC for keeping
the Society intact and for housing it for
so many years. We must make an earnest
effort, however, to have an SOGP House
in Karachi as envisaged by our founding
members, complete with an auditorium,
library and residential suite to house our
outstation guests.

Any organization is as good as its
members are. We intend to address the
apathy and genuine grievances of our
current members. Simultaneously we will

make a concerted effort to increase the
numbers of our members. This will be a
priority and as we meet we will find and
develop strategies to develop our strength
and make the SOGP a truly national
representative body of obstetricians and
gynecologists. The governing body cannot
achieve anything without the full
participation of the members. We have
announced today the setting up of various
committees to which I hope that you the
members will volunteer so that you may
have a stake in Society’s functioning. For
me every member counts.

Our specialty is suffering at both
ends of the spectrum. We are still
embroiled by the unacceptably high
maternal mortality and morbidity, which
is a national scandal but we are not doing
much better at the other end of the
spectrum either. Ours is the only major
specialty that has not established its sub-
specialties in a meaningful way. We must
facilitate the training of our young
specialists towards the sub-specialties by
establishing links nationally and
internationally with relevant organizations.

Apart from this, we will establish
an academic faculty of the SOGP to work
closely with members from the relevant
organizations such as the faculty of
OB/GYN at CPSP, the RCOG etc, to
develop consensus guidelines for our post-
graduates. This will reduce the
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COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

WOULD you like to get more involved with the SOGP work?

This is an opportunity to nominate yourself for membership of an SOGP committee and, if appointed,
to support SOGP and influence our line of action. Your nomination will have more chance of success if
you provide details of your experience and expertise that you think make you suitable for any one of the
SOGP committees.

We would really welcome as many nominations as possible so that we can select on the basis of special
expertise or ability connected to the work of that particular committee and to ensure that there is a good
cross-section of regional representation as well. The committee can include lay representation (Honorary
Members) and of course a representative of the trainees. The normal period of office for committee members
is three years.

General Body members are also requested to submit nominations. All recommendations will be

considered by the General Body.

The following committees are announced:

Investment, Fund-raising Committee

Publications Management Committee for reports and News& Views etc

Editorial Board, for the Journal of Obstetricians and Gynecologists of Pakistan

Sub-specialty Committee

Guidelines Committee

Stakeholders Coordination Committee

Rapid Response for Emergency Situations Committee

Please note that in order to be considered for a committee, members must be in active practice and
up to date with annual subscription. — SOGP Secretary

SOGP SUBSCRIPTION

ARE you a member of the SOGP? Please read on and see if you can get more members on board.

SUBSCRIPTION: There are three types of membership available:

Honorary Members: Persons especially deemed suitable by the Governing Body for the conferment
of Honorary Membership of the Society of Obstetricians and Gynecologists of Pakistan.

Life Members: All members except Honorary Members who pay a minimum of Rs.3,000 shall be
Life Members.

Annual Members: All medical practitioners, with or without postgraduate degree or diploma, who
are engaged in the practice of Obstetricians and Gynecologists and those engaged in teaching and research
in the subject, within or outside Pakistan.

In addition, members are required to pay Rs500 annually as AOFOG, FIGO and SAFOG fee and
Rs100 for the Membership Card (Membership Card is only for Life Members)

Total Fee of Annual Members: Rs850

Total Fee of Life Members: Rs3,600

For fresh membership or subscription arrears, the following payment method shall kindly be used:

Enclose a bank draft/pay order/cash for Rs------- as Membership fee/renewal of Membership
fee/ AOFOG, FIGO & SAFOG fee. On account payable to the “Society of Obstetricians & Gynecologists
of Pakistan”.

All further queries shall be forwarded to:

Mrs.Rukhsana Zaki (Secretary, SOGP Secretariat)

Cell No: 0333-2218245 OR

SOGP Secretariat: Dept of Obstetrics & Gynecology, Ward-8, Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Center,
Karachi Pakistan. Phone No 99205040, Email: sogpjpmc@hotmail.com
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v | Tragedies abound,
s | DUt life goes on

Dr Aisha Siddiqa (Balochistan)

Dear Members,

General Secretary PENNING down SOGP’s activities at a time when the nation is consumed
Dr. Nighat Shah by grief over the floods across the country and AirBlue’s ED202 plane crash
isn’t easy. Our thoughts and prayers go out to the victims and their families. It
) ought to be underscored that in light of the recent floods it becomes incumbent
Joint Secretary upon all members of civil society — especially doctors — to help those in need.
Prof. Muhammad Arshad Chohan And with the help of its members, the SOGP will do its best to ensure that
mothers get access to pre- and post-natal care in affected areas.
Despite the fact that SOGP’s oath-taking ceremony was held under the

Treasurer threat of Cyclone Phet, everything proceeded smoothly as the new team chalked
Dr. Haleema Yasmin out its course of action for the next three years with vigor and enthusiasm. The

new entrants unanimously acknowledged the previous leadership’s contribution.
The undeniable was agreed upon: without the initiatives taken by the old
Executive Members captains, it would have been hard for this ship to remain afloat. And the new

Prof. Yasmin Rashid board intends to follow the footsteps of its predecessors resolutely to make
SOGP climb to new heights.

Brof Shamsa Humayin Shortly after the oath-taking ceremony, SOGP’s board started working its

Dr Samrina Hashmi fingers to the bone. In response to the devastation Cyclone Phet caused in Thatta

Dr Sadia Ahsan Pal and Badin, the SOGP called upon its members to take action and save lives of
Y

De Shershah Syed pregnant women who are without access to obstetric care. The board is thankful

to the untiring efforts of SOGP members in the interior of Sindh, especially our
colleagues from Shaheed Benazirabad, Larkana and Hyderabad for volunteering
to help at relief camps.

Dr. Ayesha Kamal Nasir

SRRk Mindful of its obligations to dedicated gynecologists, the SOGP organized

a memorial lecture on ‘Unexplained infertility’ at the PMA house in Karachi for

Editorial Board our late colleague, Dr Naseem Rehman. Renowned gynecologist, Dr Shaheen
Chief Editor Zafar from Karachi’s Attiya Hospital and Sindh Institute of Reproductive Health
Dr Sadia A Pal (SIRM) delivered the lecture, and Dr Nusrat Shah, an assistant professor at

Karachi’s Dow University, read the citation.

Edicorsil Board Merihers In line with its traditional academic role, the SOGP held a regional scientific

Dr. Nadeem Zubairi meeting in Nawabshah in July. At this well-attended meeting several doctors shed
Dr. Salva Nadeem light on their areas of expertise. Dr Serajuddaulla talked about sperm-ovum
DY EakeosaNethlo interaction, Dr Samreena presented information on sexual dysfunction, Dr Halima

discussed infertility, Dr Sadiah Pal expounded upon Poly Cystic Ovaries, and Dr
Shershah and I led a discussion on unsafe miscarriages. Prof. Pushpa, Dr. Razia
Dr. Nusrat Shah Korejo, Dr. Shahida Sheikh and Prof. Khairunnisa has also delivered their talks.
Dr. Sadia Akhter (Lahore) The Society then held a landmark meeting at CPSP, chaired by the
president of SOGP. The agenda included review of IMPAC guidelines by
WHO subcommittees and rotation of trainees in peripheral hospitals. This was
attended by executive members and eminent examiners of CPSP, OBGYN.
Later, a national congress on SOGP’s Every Woman Counts project took
oAk o place in Peshawar. SOGP President Dr Lubna Hassan delivered the hallmark
inaugural address and many eminent gynecologists spoke about the project.

Dr. Asma Kanwal

Dr. Tanveer Shafquat
(Peshawar)

SECRETARY’S OFFICE : : ;
In conclusion, the SOGP has been busy, but it needs to get busier. I urge
Department of Obs. & Gynae all members to communicate with us and get counted as active members. Our
JPMC, Karachi. email address is sogpjpmc@hotmail.com. I look forward to receiving your
Direct 0092-21-9205040 valuable feedback.

Website: www.sogp.org Sisninaio
t=3 t=3 9

Email: sogpjpmc@hotmail.com Dr Nighat Shah
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